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      Northern Athletics – your support, our survival, your future 
We hope this booklet will explain in detail our need to be funded directly by Northern athletes via 
their clubs. This plea to you has been caused by the national governing body, England Athletics, not 
being willing to commit to the long term funding of the area competition providers. We appreciate 
this approach is not one that the clubs would have initially encouraged us to make but for financial 
reasons it has been forced upon us. 

Your members already have demands upon them from all directions within our sport in terms of 
club membership fees and the England Athletic registration fee but also at home and from life in 
general. As a result it is important we spell out where we have come from, our present serious 
predicament and where we want to be. 

In summary 
 

 There is a demand from athletic clubs for a sustainable, independent future for Northern 
Athletics 
 

 A strong and forceful voice is needed for grassroots athletics in the North 
 

 We now have no long term commitment from England Athletics for future funding for 
providing competition 
  

 We have support in principle, via our survey of Northern clubs and athletes, for  an 
affiliation fee to provide an ongoing source of income enabling: 

 
1)  A continuation of the crucial link between clubs, counties, through the areas to national 
level for all ages and disciplines within athletics 
 
2)  An extension and enhancement of the current provision of competitive events and 
representative teams throughout the North 
 
3)  Enhanced support for athletes, coaches and officials into the future 
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 We propose the payment by each affiliated club of a modest annual fee of £2 for each of 
their England Athletics registered athletes to Northern Athletics commencing 1st  October 
2018 
 

 Many of you are fully behind us but for those who are not or undecided we ask this 
question 

 
 What would our athletes and our sport lose immediately if we could not continue and if 

that occurred is it possible that your children or your grandchildren would miss the 
opportunity to compete in a Northern Championship? 
 

 If that is a possibility then we ask you to support us now so that future generations have 
those wonderful opportunities that we all currently take for granted.   
 

Our History  

This goes back to the formation of the Northern Counties Athletic Association in August 1879 when 
we became the world’s first athletics governing body. We even pre-date the Amateur Athletic 
Association formed in 1880. 

 

      Our original medal from the 19th century and athletes at the Northern Championships 1908 

In 1882 the Northern Cross Country Association was also formed and both Northern organisations 
would eventually combine, along with the equivalent women’s associations, in 1992 to become the 
North of England Athletic Association. We later evolved to become Northern Athletics. 

The AAA gave up its own national governing body status in April 2006 following the Foster Report 
and passed it on to England Athletics. However it was later agreed that the three areas of the North, 
the Midlands and the South would be retained and become competition providers.  The areas were 
led to believe they would be looked after to ensure their long-term survival. This duty of care 
eventually took the form of annual grants to the areas by England Athletics which brings us to the 
present day. 

The areas in varying degrees had resources left after 2006 built up at a time when they received 
affiliation fees themselves direct from athletes in their area and from road race fees. When that 
income stopped the areas had to rely on their reserves, entry fees from championships, sponsorship 
and England Athletic grants. For the North over those 10 years up to 2016 there was a deficit on 
their accounts resulting in a reduction of their resources.  
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Negotiations 

During that time negotiations commenced with England Athletics to increase and later merely to 
retain the grants. In the last few years we have tried to agree that a small part of the athlete 
registration fee be used to support the areas. The outcome was that England Athletics were not 
prepared to ring fence part of the registration fee and give it to the areas. In the aftermath of their 
refusal to commit to fund the areas long term England Athletics continue to increase registration 
fees so that from April 2018 it will increase to £15 per athlete. 

Whilst these discussions were ongoing there has been a determined attempt to reduce the cost of 
running Northern Athletics. This has been achieved and the current position is that we have a break-
even budget in place for this year. However this budget includes the England Athletic grant for 2017 
at £41,000 and our sponsorship from Start Fitness for which we are always grateful.   

                                                         

Despite many meetings with England Athletics, a solution was not achieved. This year those 
discussions have continued in the knowledge that the funding for England Athletics had been 
reduced for 2017-2021 by Sport England. This has resulted in the England Athletics Board only giving 
the North an assurance of a grant for this year and a reduced grant for 2018/19 of £32,000. We tried 
to get a commitment from them for a further two years but sadly they were not prepared to give us 
those assurances. 
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             Northern Athletics is fighting to retain great events including our relay championships  

Without a guarantee for 2019/20 and 2020/21 the possibility of a shortfall of over £30,000 for each 
of those two years alone would be catastrophic for us. The run-down costs, if we had to fold, are 
considerable and have to be factored in especially when our finances are conducted within such a 
tight and testing budget. Without support now from the clubs we have a current lifespan of only 
three years at the most. 

What we do 

With a superb history going back now for almost 140 years there have been very few critics of our 
ability to hold championship events over that time and in turn to engender the support of athletes.  
Indeed we currently have 17 championship events across all disciplines including track and field, 
indoor and outdoor, cross country, road and relays on the road and on the country. These cover all 
age groups from under 13s to seniors, men and women, girls and boys. As well as championships we 
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hold great open meetings at the best indoor facility in the country at Sheffield and organise the 
Northern Inter Counties Track and Field Championships every year enabling young athletes to gain a 
County vest.  

                          

                       The winning Yorkshire team at the 2017 Northern Inter Counties at Hull 

Currently our list of events is comprehensive and over a 12 month period includes: 

Northern Cross Country Championships & Northern Cross Country Relays 

Northern 12/6 stage Road Relays & Northern u17/15 5k Road Championships 

Northern 6/4 stage Road Relays & Northern Junior Road Relays 

Northern Indoor Senior/u20/u17 & Northern Indoor Junior Championships 

Northern Senior/u20 & Northern u17/15/13 Outdoor Track & Field Championships 

Northern Indoor & Outdoor Combined events Championship 

Northern Open Indoor Meetings November & December 

Northern 5k, 10k & 10 mile Road Championships 

                                                         

Senior Ben Connor (Derby AC) won the Northern in 2017 as did junior woman Harriet Knowles 
Jones (Warrington AC) and both are seen here winning the National 
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Representative opportunities 

We give many opportunities for our senior and junior athletes to compete in a North of England vest 
in track and field currently at the Welsh International and on the road and in cross country travelling 
nationwide and abroad. Many of our selected athletes go on to represent England with 2016/17 
being no exception. Our team managers have an excellent reputation, all of them originating from 
the clubs and counties of the North.  

        

                Northern junior cross country teams at the 2017 Home Countries International 

Mike Baxter, International athlete, had this to say about those opportunities: 

“I have always believed both as an athlete and now coach that both County and Area associations 
play a vital role. It’s a natural stepping stone in any athlete’s career and a target for any club team, 
to aim to succeed in championship events. I always supported Northern championships on track, road 
and country and encourage my athletes to do the same. In recent years Claire Duck can see a clear 
line from her first opportunity to represent the North at cross country and how it lead to her selection 
for England and her ongoing successes not least her back to back Northern titles. It would be a very 
sad day for the sport if athletes were not able to enjoy competition in all its formats provided by 
Northern Athletics.” 
 

                     
Mike Baxter (right) (Leeds City AC) at the Nationals in Sunderland 2013 with Brendan Foster and 
Lindsay Dunn 
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Great Northern Athletes 

It is with much pride that many athletes, having become Northern champions, have become 
Olympic, European and Commonwealth medallists including in the last 60 years Derek Ibbotson, 
John Sherwood, Ron Hill, Brendan Foster, Mike McLeod, Steve Cram, Lord Sebastian Coe, Steve 
Smith, Peter Elliot and Darren Campbell not forgetting of course Alistair Brownlee along with 
outstanding female athletes such as Dorothy Hyman, Dame Mary Peters, Sheila Sherwood, Sue 
Hearnshaw, Shirley Strong, Jenny Meadows, Holly Bradshaw, Dame Jessica Ennis Hill and Sophie 
Hitchon. They continued to support the North of England throughout their careers and their coaches 
trusted Northern competition to provide the next step in their athlete’s career. 

Jenny Meadows, World & European 800m medallist, expressed her sadness at our predicament 
and wanted to say this about us: 

"I remember competing in my first Northern Athletics Championships as a 13 year old. It was the first 
time I had competed in such a big event in a big stadium. The competition timetable ran on time, 
there was electronic timing, the stadium announcer sounded just like the one on the TV, and the 
officials brought an air of professionalism and authority. It wasn't a successful championship for me, 
the whole experience was very new but this was an experience that I would savour and learn from. I 
did just that! The Northern Athletics Championships became an annual focus and highlight for me 
and gave me vital competition and the opportunity to progress my Championship preparation skills. 
Even as an established international athlete, the Northern Championships would remain in my 
competition schedule".  
 

                                   
                                   Jenny Meadows (Wigan & District Harriers & AC)  
 
Her coach, Trevor Painter, emphasised the importance of area competition: 
 
"As a coach to many young developing athletes, I'm always grateful for the competition 
opportunities that Northern Athletics provides. There is a lot of pressure these days for young 
athletes to produce fast times, however for any athlete to succeed they need to learn how to 
compete as well. The Northern Athletics events allow them to practice their race craft in a 
competition environment and learn many skills that they will take forward in their careers. I'm 
particularly grateful for the opportunities that Northern Athletics offer during the indoor season as 
these are fantastic events that help me, as a coach, assess the progress that my athletes are making 
through the winter and also give the athletes useful benchmarks". 
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              Dame Jessica Ennis Hill (Sheffield & Dearne AC) in the 2016 Northern Championships 

Dame Jessica Ennis Hill said to us: 

"I have always supported the Northern Championships. They have provided an important stepping 
stone throughout my career and I hope they can continue the brilliant work they do for athletics in 
general". 

Toni Minichiello, her Coach, wished to say: 
 
 "Northern Athletics and the Northern Championships they provide, are a critical part of the 
development of all athletes as they move through the competition pathway. The continuation of 
Northern Athletics is crucial to our sport and I give my full support to them with this current 
initiative"  
 

                                         

                                                 Dame Jessica Ennis-Hill & Toni Minichiello 
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                                                 Sophie Hitchon (Blackburn Harriers & AC) 

Sophie Hitchon, Olympic bronze medallist, at Rio 2016 was keen to tell us: 
 
 “Northern Athletics was a vital part in my development as a young athlete, it is an important step in 
a young athlete’s development to compete at regional level. It gives experience for athletes and acts 
as a stepping stone to move onto national and international competition. For athletes and their 
coaches the part Northern Athletics Championships play in their competition programme is a vital 
step in the competition ladder and an opportunity for young athletes to progress their athletic 
careers.” 
 
Helen Clitheroe, European Indoor 3000m Champion had similar views: 

“The Northern Athletic Championships were very important in my development to becoming an elite 
athlete and I see the competitions as an important part of the athletics calendar. “ 
  

                        
                                                         Helen Clitheroe (Preston Harriers)   

We hope these messages will help our clubs see the important role Northern Athletics plays in our 
sport. We believe we are a crucial and indispensable piece in the jigsaw that links club and county to 
national level. Even if most athletes do not make it to the highest level competing in the Northern or 
becoming a Northern Champion is sometimes the pinnacle of a sporting life.  

Without us what would happen? 

Without Northern Athletics there would be a huge vacuum in our sport and it has been said that 
once lost it could never be replaced or revived in the form it presently takes catering for all ages and 
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disciplines at an area level with all the prestige that a Northern title or medal gives to athletes, their 
clubs and their coaches. 

The ladder of competition would be broken and the vital step in the competition calendar would 
disappear for both athletes and coaches. Our officials who rely on our competition for valuable 
experience would have few opportunities to progress and no experience of area competition. 

Peter Elliot, Olympic silver medallist, said this: 

“Northern Athletics and everything the organisation represents is, for me, a very important aspect of 
the lives of the thousands of athletes who compete at all levels in athletics in the North. I was 
fortunate to win a few Northern Championships titles on the track and at cross country and having 
been chosen to represent Northern Athletics in an 800m at Crystal Palace, I ran a 1.50.7 UK age 16 
best, which was to be the platform to a relatively successful international career. The role Northern 
Athletics perform is so important especially at grassroots and club level and the thought that this is 
under financial threat is very disappointing to hear. The events that the Northern Counties organise 
and the titles they have on offer are so important in the competition calendar for all the age groups 
and disciplines concerned. Northern Athletics administration, officials and the volunteers have done a 
tremendous job over the years and I personally would like to see this continue so we have the 
pipeline coming through on the track, the roads, and the country and in the field to continue to win 
more medals at the major championships.”                                  

                                              

                         Peter Elliot (Rotherham Harriers & AC) defeats Seb Coe at the 1984 UK Trials 

Mike McLeod expressed his opinion in this way: 

“Northern Athletics played a major part in my career. Local races to the jump to Northern level was a 
natural progression, more choice and better competition, so that made me train a lot harder, this in 
turn made it possible for me to progress to national and international level. To take this away and 
have less competition due to funding issues would be catastrophic in my opinion. I urge all officials 
and coaches to get behind this because it is going to affect a lot of athletes and their chance to 
succeed.” 
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Mike McLeod (Elswick Harriers) in action – our thanks go to Mark Shearman for his permission to 
use a number of his photographs in this booklet 

We have tried especially over the last three years to press our cause with England Athletics but we 
are concerned that our role within the sport and the need for financial support is not understood by 
them. The possible demise of the areas is real and we cannot be sure that our national governing 
body see this scenario as a possibility or even fully recognise our importance and role in that ladder. 
If they did then financial commitment to us would have been without question but unfortunately 
such assurances have not been given. We all feel this is a sad indictment of the current state of our 
sport. 

We have worked with the other two areas to put forward a joint and strong front but the England 
Athletics Board have declined to agree that a proportion of the money given to them by the athletes 
should go to the areas. We believe our argument is fair and deserved but they seem to want to 
spend athlete’s money in other directions. Our criticism of this approach has had to be emphasised 
again and again but nothing changes. In reality our sport is run by volunteers and amateurs but the 
money is paid to paid professionals, many without a background in athletics, including some on the 
England Athletics Board. They, in turn, dictate where the money goes and to whom.  

Are you being listened to? 

Only 18% of the total money taken from athletes is spent on competition by England Athletics and it 
is not surprising there has been much discontent at grassroots level and in the clubs at the way our 
sport is being run. Despite a considerable sum of athlete’s money being spent on coaching education 
and schemes there is much criticism of the system in place particularly publicised recently by 
eminent voices. Discontent on a regular basis has been much evident often expressed at 
consultation meetings over a number of years and yet there is little response in action so much so 
that the value of those meetings has diminished and numbers attending have dropped.  

Many out there feel our national governing body is remote and one that fails to listen or act upon 
the concerns forcibly put to them on a regular basis. Those concerns include support for coaches and 
officials, fixture congestion and clashes as well as funding and support for clubs, counties and the 
areas. It is believed by many that their policies are decided behind closed doors and dictated by 
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Sport England, their funding masters. Please ask yourself how much influence you have over their 
decision making despite your athletes contributing their fees to England Athletics.  

                                                                                               

Jonny Mellor (Liverpool Harriers & AC) beats double Olympic Triathlon champion Alistair Brownlee 
(Bingley Harriers & AC) in the 2014 Northern 10k Road Race Championships 

Northern Athletics, as an organisation, is committed to the athletes and providing competition for 
them and we cannot support the position of our national governing body on area funding which we 
find difficult to understand. We currently see no prospect that it will change. The England Athletics 
Board has already made their current decisions on funding and we have been given no indication 
that those decisions will be revised. 

Marathon legend Dr Ron Hill MBE reflected on his career in this quote for us: 

“I am sorry to hear about the predicament the Northern Counties find themselves in due to the 
proposed cessation of funding. I would like to say that the Northern Counties Championships played a 
great part in my development as an athlete leading to three Olympics and gold medals in a European 
Games in Athens and a Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh. I hope your search for alternative 
funding is successful.”                             

                                                          

                                                                               Dr Ron Hill MBE  
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Where does your money go? 

Let us look at the statistics and the figures to help give you a better understanding firstly about 
where your registration fee goes.  We had hoped to secure long term funding from England Athletics 
to enable the area to have a sustainable future. This has not been achieved despite athletes in 
England paying over £2.2 million to their national governing body every year by way of registration 
fees. After the recent increase announced the pot will be greater. 

We have almost 50,000 paying athletes in the North who contributed in 2017 to England Athletics 
around £700,000. In 2017 Northern Athletics received £41,000 of that total which equates to 82p 
per athlete out of the £14 paid over to them or less than 6% of the total income received from 
Northern athletes. Next year, despite their fees moving up to £15 per athlete (an extra £50,000) our 
grant will reduce to £32,000 which represents 64p per athlete out of the £15 paid to them or just 
over 4% of the total income they receive.  

The clubs should be entitled to challenge England Athletics Board decisions if they believe they are 
wrong but they are also entitled to question our approach to the clubs if it involves asking your 
athletes to provide us with money to keep us going. We do not think it is good enough merely to ask 
for an additional fee. There has to be justification for everything. We hope by what we do each year 
will persuade you to pay a little extra to ensure our survival but also because you appreciate that to 
take away the area structure would be to diminish our sport to such a degree that there is a real 
likelihood that young athletes would not only suffer but walk away to find a sport that gives them 
more opportunities. At a time when London 2012 and 2017 have failed in many areas to deliver a 
legacy for local clubs and athletes especially in the North so must we hold on to what we have.  

The reasoning and the need 

Many athletic organisations across the country are self-funding and make a surplus. We work and 
support many of them. The English Cross Country Association organises two events each year as do 
the English Road Running Association. These endurance events all produce a surplus but rely on 
volunteers. Our Board and our officials brought up through the area system assist these 
championships and once every three years we host the National Cross Country Championships.  The 
entry fee and the volume of athletes from across the country make these events and organisations 
viable although limited venues and the costs associated with them do continually drive up entry 
fees. 

The regional and national track and field and cross country leagues have their fixtures hosted by an 
affiliated club which cuts cost and a league affiliation fee is charged to allow the annual accounts to 
show a small surplus. Your club and your county are run ensuring there is also a small surplus each 
year and annual subscription fees and entry fees respectively are measured to ensure this. 

Northern Athletics is a different proposition. It organises 17 events to ensure all disciplines and all 
ages are covered for athletes over a large area from the Scottish Border to Derbyshire and 
Lincolnshire. Some events make a surplus, in particular, road relays and to a degree cross country 
dependant on venue but this balances out deficits for track and field although we have done better 
over the last few years. 

Stadium costs for track and field events are high and entries do not match up with those of 
endurance events. However, it is important that we support track and field especially as our young 
athletes start our sport there from Sports Hall Athletics to local open and league meetings up to 
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County Championships. They rely on us to be the next step. If we support track and field then our 
generation is supporting the next one and the one after that. A short term view now based on not 
wanting to pay will have far reaching and dire consequences for the children and youngsters of the 
future. 

                               

                                                Holly Bradshaw (Blackburn Harriers & AC) 

Holly Bradshaw, Olympic finalist and former European Indoor Champion, says: 

“As a young athlete I competed in both the Indoor and Outdoor Northern Athletics Championships 
and loved this competition so much. It is a great platform for both younger and older athletes 
wanting to compete at a regional level alongside some of the best athletes in the North. The 
Northern Championships was a brilliant opportunity for me as a young athlete to get experience 
competing against some great competition and motivated me to try and progress onto national 
competitions. This type of competition is essential for younger athletes to use as a springboard to 
propel them onto bigger things and to gain crucial experience and motivation.”    

Our structure 

The management of Northern Athletics results in a Board consisting of a President, Chairman, 
Treasurer and two Board members for each of the three disciplines. We are all volunteers but carry 
the responsibility of Northern Athletics day in day out and meet at our office in Dewsbury every two 
months. We are in constant contact with each other as well as numerous visits to venues, selecting 
officials throughout the year and debriefing. All Board members do this work because they believe in 
the area and its mission. All of them continue to hold responsible positions within their own clubs 
and counties together with being on committees regionally and nationwide. Some are high profile 
officials. 

We provide the important link for our officials to make the next step up from club and county 
competition with our more experienced officials both in track and field as well as in endurance 
mentoring young officials to make that step up. Those with even more ambition can then move on 
to national level and international status.               
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Northern officials including Taff Williams, second left, Elaine Williams, second right, London 2017 

You can imagine given those responsibilities we require continuous, reliable and strong support 
otherwise the huge body that is Northern Athletics could not be sustained. This support comes in 
the form of a permanent secretary – a paid position. Judith Temperton has been our secretary for 
many years and many of you will know her along with her brother John, the current chairman of the 
English Cross Country Association. She has recently committed herself again long term to Northern 
Athletics a decision which gives us great advantages. She herself is devoted to our sport and carries 
out so much voluntary work in addition to her job with us. The use of her experience is incalculable 
and a phone call to our friendly office always results in an answer that helps and assists. We are 
touchable and contactable. 

Judith has a part time assistant, Pat Schofield, who many of you will see when medals are presented 
at championships. 

In order to run Northern Athletics we need an office which is not expensive to run compared with 
others and we need Judith and Pat. That makes us different to other organisations you may come 
across. It results in an expense each year but it is vital to our future. Without it the burden on our 
Board would be so overwhelming as to make it impossible to sustain. 

                                  

Northern Officials braving the rain and cold at the Northern Cross Country Championships 2017 at 
Knowsley Safari Park – Board member Malcolm Fletcher is sporting a yellow jacket 
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Our surveys 

We have had to take difficult decisions recently in the absence of long term commitments from 
England Athletics. It is not for the want of trying to argue that our athletes in the North pay into the 
system but many are frustrated and sceptical about how much they get back. One of the decisions 
made was to again approach our clubs and athletes in the North by way of a survey. One was carried 
out in 2014 and again in late 2016 after a failure to negotiate the right deal with England Athletics. 
We needed not only to reach out again but also to act upon the message given to us by those 
surveys.  

In 2016 we received 1320 responses (65% male and 35% female) across all the age groups. 966 of 
the respondents were athletes with the remainder split between coaches and /or officials. Almost 
93% were club members. 

Regarding the future of Northern Athletics 99% said that the area should continue to provide 
competition beyond 2017 and this was up from 97% in the last survey of 2014. Over 96% supported 
a proportion of the athlete registration fee, currently £14, being directly routed to grassroots 
competition & development of the sport. 

Over 95% (1,256) supported a proportion of the England Athletics athlete registration fee being 
directly routed to Northern Athletics.  Of those 1,256, 803 respondents quoted the figure they 
thought should go to the area as follows: 

13% stated £1 - £3 

41% stated £3 

32% stated £3 - £5 

14% stated over £5.   

If we could not secure our future via a funding strand, the survey results showed that 45.8 % wished 
us to introduce an area affiliation fee whilst 37.4% invited us to increase entry fees. The other 
almost 17% had other and varying constructive ideas for us to consider.  

The proposal 

In order to survive we need to put in place a scheme in readiness for October 2018 involving an 
annual payment of a £2 fee for each of your England Athletic registered athletes. 

The fee would only increase to £3 per year, the figure favoured by the majority in our survey, in 2019 
if our financial situation, based on take up by the participating clubs, requires it. We have calculated 
that if the great majority join us in this plan, an increase to £3 may not be necessary. We will review 
this and keep you informed. 

The affiliation fee per athlete is much less than the price of a takeaway coffee or a burger at your 
preferred outlet and this level of funding would be enough, if all clubs take part, to sustain and 
develop Northern Athletics without any outside grants.  We are conscious that clubs may need to 
approve the fee to us at your AGMs or EGMs and we would ask you to consider placing this on your 
agenda. We will have a very simple online affiliation system for each club and once the fee per 
athlete is paid on the due date of the 1st October there will be no need to add new athlete numbers 
and pay extra during the following 12 months. At the point of payment the club’s athletes will be 
eligible to compete in all Northern Athletic competitions and championships for the following 12 
months assuming they are registered and paid up members of England Athletics. 
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We will ask each club to support us before the October 2018 date by registering with us by April 
2018 and confirming your commitment to the way forward.  

What more can we offer? 

 If you commit to us by supporting an affiliation fee then we would want to move towards 
providing some added services and benefits for athletes, clubs, counties, officials and 
coaches. This will be done with the finance being made available every year. 

 With a full commitment from all Northern affiliated clubs we can increase the competition 
opportunities on the track, in the field, on the country and the road.  

 We also can keep entry fees down rather than having to continually increase them. We will 
talk to you, the clubs, counties, coaches and officials and look at ways to assist you.  

 We could increase representative chances for many more athletes and assist in supporting 
them in terms of kit and expenses. 

  We will look at introducing a number of initiatives specifically for Northern athletes, 
coaches and officials. 

  If we are able we will consider creating new schemes to support the clubs financially with 
projects if our funds allow it.  

 Funds provided by the athletes and the clubs will be directed back to you in terms of more 
and better quality competition. 

  We will be directly accountable to you, the clubs, on all these issues and we do not intend 
to let you down. 

We believe with your help we can do so much more than we are doing at present and provide an 
association that can be truly proud of to represent your interests in the North. 

We know there are countless frustrations around the inability by all of us to influence decisions in 
Birmingham and therefore we will look at increasing the accountability of Northern Athletics by 
having more direct representation and input into the way we work and share ideas for the area. 

Income by an area affiliation fee will mean we are not stifled in the way we spend our money but 
able to make decisions for ourselves and create new ideas and initiatives. The old North of England 
had many of these including grants to clubs and counties and there is no reason, given the right 
commitment from you, why many of those schemes cannot be revived and improved upon. 

We have now acted on the survey you took part in to make this approach to you and we will 
continue that by listening to criticism and ideas to make us better and stronger. 

Our guaranteed funding runs out in 2018/19 so it is important we make progress and that means 
obtaining your approval to this course of action. This booklet is being sent to you as a club and we 
hope you will respond in return with your views. We intend to put this as the main item agenda at 
our Annual open meeting on Saturday November 11th 2017, 11am start, at Longford Park Stretford 
for the clubs to discuss and hopefully support. 
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We know from your survey responses, your messages direct and through social media and in our 
conversations with you at our championships and through the clubs that we are trusted, valued and 
wanted. We hope with your support we can form a strong organisation in the North to speak for you 
here in your heartland as well as at national level and to put into action projects and competition 
that truly reflect what athletes want. This is a crucial time in our history and with your strength and 
support we can not only survive but prosper. 

 

                                 

                                                                          

                                                                          Northern Athletics Board  

                      Tony Wood                              Chairman                             Nigel Orr                                  Treasurer 

                      Judith Temperton                   Secretary                             Malcom Fletcher                  Track & Field 

                      Malcolm Rogers                    Track & Field                         Elaine Williams                    Track & Field 

                      Steve Gaines                         Cross Country                        Arwel Williams                   Cross Country 

                      Bob Brimage                               Road                                  Ken Smith                                   Road 

 

            Northern Athletics – your support, our survival, your future 
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